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Dear organisers of the CIOR Mid-Winter Meeting, Reserve Officers, Ladies and GentlemenIt is an honour to talk to you today. It is also an honour to be back in the NATO HQ where I have spent numerous hours behind the Military Committee desk but today I talk to you in different capacity, as Member of European Parliament, elected from Estonia, still I am also an Officer in Reserve.Before I begin I would like to mention that in the European Parliament I am mostly involved with Industry, Technology and Energy issues but also with Agriculture and Rural Development. These are the areas where most of the EU funds go and I believe it is necessary to get to be around the table when budgets are discussed. Serving in the Foreign Affairs Committee and Security and Defence Sub-Committee would have been an organic comfort zone but I chose differently. Security and Defence topics come on top as natural and especially these days. At the moment I am responsible for writing a report that deals with critical Technologies for Defence and Security and how the European Union can step up its potential and help the defence sector to become technologically more advanced and competitive.My aim is to share some personal thoughts and insights today. It is a collection of observations that I have „memorised“ over the years in my previous capacity in the Military and during the recent years.I hope we can have a free and open exchange of ideas. 
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I believe it is necessary to begin with the basics  that would help us understand the motivation behind the actions that Russia has taken during the Putin’s regime over the 20+ years.To me it is evident that Russian Imperialism has always been and is present in the very nature of Russian nation. No matter what the political system or ideology is at the top, the driving force is the expansionist and aggressive power projection. The concept of 19th Century Empire died with the 1st World War but not completely – the urge to conquer and control remained, Russian modern day political thinking is very much from the 19th Century. The modern day imperialist school of thought is based on the assumption that the World must be governed by Great powers and needless to say – Russia is one of them. Russia has understood that the re-establishment of bipolar world order might not be realistic; they oppose the US hegemony that led to a unipolar world order after the collapse of the Soviet Union – so the result they can „eat“ would be a multipolar world order. An order where Russia has its own zone of influence, obviously beginning with the formerly occupied territories.From a military perspective – Russia has been a keen learner, from the mistakes the West made in Iraq and Afghanistan. Step-by-step they have crawled up the ditch they fell into after the collapse of the USSR. Their combat capability can be criticized but mass multiplied with raw and often dumb power can make a big difference as we are constantly experiencing in Ukraine.Putin, seen here in 2000, at the very beginning of his dictatorship, between Leonid Kuchma, then President of Ukraine and Aleksandr Lukashenka on his left, has a strong interest in history. His history books apparently and unfortunately, are not the ones we study or read. Putin absorbs his reasons and motivation from different sources, which emphasise the greatness and predestination of Russian nation. He seems to have a sincere belief that he is on mission, some kind of a crusade, and that redeems the cruelty and violence of his actions.What drives Putin is also fear. The so called coloured revolutions and Arab Spring made a serious mark on Putin’s understanding of his own power and future. Putin is also quite practical and he cannot stand failures. Somewhere in mid 2000’s he was observing Missile Launches that kept failing. It was a major shame for Putin, that the Military cannot deliver even if he himself, the Commander-in-Chief is watching the tests. It is said to be a turning point for Putin when he decided to take stronger control over the development of defence and military affairs. The time-line of Russian wars starting from the First Chechen War in mid 90’s is quite linear, with a clear message of taking back the control over the „lost“ areas and expanding its sphere of influence to the places the USSR once had very much influence on. Syria, different countries in Africa, for instance.Russia has pushed the boundaries both literally and metaphorically over the years of Putin’s reign. The way Russia has created dependencies in the West has always been part of the bigger plan. Links and connections between the West and Russia that were once seen as tools to tame the Bear have turned out to be chains.  These chains seem to affect the decision-making in the capitals of Europe even now when there is a hard evidence that Russia’s goal is to break the system that our way of life is based on. Putin can be surprised about the unity of the West in some degree but he is still in control. The way he has prepared Russian Society for this war has been meticulous and goal-oriented. The amount of support the War against Ukraine enjoys among Russians leaves us with no doubt – this is not Putin’s war, this is Russia’s war.  
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I would start with some personal memories before the full scale attack by Russia occurred. This photo was taken 4 days before the attack. I visited the frontline in the East and met with the defenders of Ukraine.In December 2021 I was almost sure that the Russians will attack. Summoning 150 thousand force together with necessary Combat Support capabilities such as blood banks for transfusion etc. It did not leave too much room for not attacking. There were not too many who believed though.Siin võiksid pisut rääkida enne sõda valitsenud meeleoludest ja kohapealsetest isiklikest muljetest.It is important to stress that the War has been going on for almost 9 years now. It began in 2014 and made a huge difference for Ukraine. The Ukraines – the one from 2014 and the one in 2022 are completely different. The real birth of the nation took place in between – people and especially high level public figures who used to speak Russian started to speak Ukrainian. Ukrainian Military had more than 200 thousand men with combat experience before the 24 February offensive.Ukraine has gained and learned a lot from the West. Training of officers and soldiers according to NATO standards has been their credo since 2014. How much do they follow NATO standards is another story but it does not matter. General Zaluzhny is a modern military commander who trusts his subordinates and believes in creative warfighting – it is the only thing you can do if you are outnumbered.Strategic communication has played a major role in this War. So far the Ukrainians are far ahead from Russia. President Zelensky makes TV appearances every single day, addressing the nation and more importantly he is visible for International Community. Ukrainians know very well that they are not fighting only for their freedom and statehood but the values and way of life the West is built upon. And they are very good at utilising that. We all understand that who wins this war is absolutely vital for the West, for the rest of the World. Ukraine cannot do this alone and they should not do it alone. Last year I initiated together with General Breedlove, General Shirref and other an appeal to send weapons to Ukraine that can help them to defend their country.Ukraine needs more and more ammunition and weapons to keep the territories they have regained and push back Russian attacks. Tanks, long range artillery and missiles and eventually fighter jets.The next wave of major Russian attack is on its way and there is no time for debates. Training and equipping Ukraine must be the number one priority for the West. 
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This tank - Leopard 2 has become the symbol of Ukraine’s hope and West’s failure to deliver weapons to Ukraine in a timely manner.The debate over Leopard 2 tanks has been a shameful one for the West. Lot of time was wasted and we are not there yet. It has become a pattern – and a painful one. First with the long-range MLRS/Artillery, followed by tanks and will continue with the F-16’s.It appears that the West is united and vocal in messages and rhetoric but much more careful and cautious in delivering. This must change because there is no other way to turn the tide than to deliver more capable weapons to Ukraine.I would suggest there is a crucial need for the change of paradigm in the West. We are in war – do we want it or not. We need to adjust our economies and budgets accordingly.My home country, Estonia has delivered weapons to Ukraine worth of 1% of the GDP. A benchmark others should also follow. We need to look back to the times of Cold War and the defence spending during the period of 1970-1980. NATO nations spent 3,1% of their GDP’s on defence and that was during the Cold War. I believe that we have crossed the line from Cold War by now.Sanctions is another area where we have not been able to punch strongly enough. The packages that the EU is adopting is like an endless staircase – we know that we need to climb to the next floor in order to make any difference but it is done too slowly. I would also like to emphasise the question of Accountability and Reparations. In the European Parliament we have passed resolutions calling for the adequate measures to deal with the war crimes Russia has committed. There is no doubt that the political and military leadership of Russia are war criminals according to the International Law. There is a crucial need for gathering support from the International Community to put them on trial. The funds of Russian Federation and its subjects close to Putin’s regime must be used for rebuilding of Ukraine.Last but not least – Ukraine needs a comprehensive plan. A Marshall Plan of our times. Ukraine needs a perspective to become a part of the West, both the EU and NATO. We should not get into the details how and when but we must give them this goal – something to aspire and strive for.With that I would like to conclude. Thank you and Slava Ukraini.
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